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2 Latent Structural Patterns of Occupational Networks in East Asian Countries
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This study aims to identify and compare latent structural patterns of occupational networks among
citizens of four East Asian countries (China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan) using the position generator
(PG). The PG scales (e.g., general social capital, upper reachability, extensity, and heterogeneity) are
key indicators of social resources available to individuals. Previous studies have revealed the
determinants of each PG scale. However, quantitative scales alone cannot adequately capture structural
patterns of occupational network diversity. Furthermore, although the effects of and access to
occupational networks are similar for the citizens of these countries, the extent to which patterns of
occupational networks are equal, remains unclear. To address this gap, we adopt a latent class model

using data from EASS 2012.
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6  Trajectory of Functional Health among Middle-aged and Elderly in China:
From the Perspective of Cumulative Advantage and Disadvantage
G ¥ YNED)

Employing data from China Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS) from 2011 to 2018,
this study examines functional health status in older Chinese with the goal of better understanding the
relative influence of participation of health insurance on trajectory of functional limitation. From the
perspective of cumulative advantage and disadvantage, it suggests different trajectories of health:
sustain, convergent and divergent. Previous studies have focused on effects of childhood conditions,
adult socioeconomic status, health behaviors and conditions on trajectory of health, but little was
known about whether participation of health insurance moderate the deterioration of physical health.

Through conducting latent growth curve model, this study modeled the trajectory of physical function



and examined the effects of participation of health insurance on trajectory of physical function. The
results showed that although physical function deteriorate with time, participation of health insurance

has moderate effect on the deterioration.
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