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1  Multigenerational Perspective on Trends in Intergenerational Educational Mobility in

Japan
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Trends in inequality of educational opportunity by social origin have been studied by the parent’s
resources and their child’s educational attainment. However, little is known about the trends in the
influence of other familial origins, such as grandparents, on educational attainment, which may
obscure the changes in the influence of parents on their offspring. We examine how the influence of
the parents’ and grandparents’ educational background on the child’s educational attainment has
changed across cohorts by exploiting the three-generation data constructed from nationally
representative social surveys (the NFRJ1998, NFRJ2008, and SSM2015) in Japan.

The results showed that the influence of parents’ education on the child’s educational attainment has
been stable across cohorts, but that of grandparents’ has increased across cohorts. In addition, the
influence of parents' education has shown downward trends after controlling for the grandparents'
education. The results suggest that the change in the influence of parental resources as a measure of
social origin cannot be reduced to the changes in the influence of parents. We can better understand
what drives the changes in inequality in educational opportunities and thus intergenerational mobility

by separating parents and grandparents.
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